
 

SLS Secondary Non Fiction Suggested Booklist_(HF000008252923).docx  

 
Page 1 of 7 

 

Secondary Non-Fiction  

Suggested Booklist 2015 

 
 

 

 

 

Martin, Chris     Creating an app 

The premise of these guides is to inform the reader, 

whilst avoiding the tedium of a large user manual to work 

through. Chapters include a general introduction, planning, 

building, beautifying & uploading an app online. Other titles 

in the series cover social networking, blogging, websites & 

YouTube. 

 

005 

 

Martin, Steven; Gifford, Clive; Taylor, Marianne  

Numberland: the world in over 2000 figures & 

facts 

A book that delights in presenting information statistically.  

History, technology and the natural world are plundered 

as subjects for a book which celebrates the fun of 

numbers. 

 

032 

 

Haigh, Julie      Sikhism  

A really good production to support KS3 RE. The other 

title in the Living Faiths series covers Christianity. The use 

of text boxes, photos and good clear explanations 

provides the reader with useful curriculum support. 

 

294.6 

 

Spilsbury, Richard        

I’m good at Media: what job can I get? 

This is part of a series including English, ICT, Maths, Art, 

Science & Geography. It works well by suggesting the skills 

required for each subject and examines these as 

transferable skills. Personal characteristics and 

qualifications needed are also covered. 

 

331.7 

 

Gogerly, Liz        Fossil fuels 

This series uses a narrative style to encourage reader 

engagement, exploring the implications of different 

scenarios eg .world fuel shortages. Other titles cover 

Super-Plague (Anne Rooney), Nuclear Disaster and 

Asteroid strikes. It would be useful for human geography, 

politics and debating.  Should encourage discussion.  

 
 

333.8 
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Splisbury, Richard    The pharmaceutical industry 

Comprehensive examination of this subject using case 

studies, text boxes and ‘perspectives for debate’. The 

series is well written and thoughtful. Other subjects in the 

series include Communication & Media, Fashion and 

Tourism. A well written series for able readers. 

338 

 

Rooney, Anne     Keeping safe online 

Useful title for Year 7s where there is a dearth of 

information on this topic. The photos are distracting and 

detract from the whole, but the text is sound. It covers 

cyberbullying, online chat & social networking. 

 

363.1 

 

Nixon, James      Mechanic 
An attractive series looking at Chefs, Hairdressing, Sales 

Assistants, Plumbers and Support Workers. All titles 

identify the necessary skills required and the tools 

involved. Each aspect of the role has a key skill highlighted.  

These career areas are not otherwise well documented. 

 

388.2 

 

Turner, Tracey     Ultimate 20 supercars 

A Hi-Lo title which makes a good browser. The Top 

Trumps challenge may appeal to some who enjoy 

competition. The reading age is 7-9 years but subject & 

presentation should appeal to an older age group. 

 

 

388.3 

 

Spilsbury, Louise      The true cost of fashion 

The contents of this book covers business and industry, 

textiles and fair trade. The author has used a case study to 

examine globalisation, environment & labour. Other titles 

in the series ‘True Cost of’ look at toys, food and 

technology. 

 

391 

 

Rooney, Anne      A maths journey through space 

This is part of the ‘Go Figure’ series. The premise of each 

title in the series is that the reader is a leader of a mission.  

Through practical application the reader is introduced to 

various mathematical concepts including probability, 

estimation, angles and decimals. An engaging way of 

applying maths to solve problems. 

 

510 
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Rooney, Anne         

Earthquake : perspective on earthquake disasters 

This is a comprehensive examination of a popular topic.  

As the series title ‘Disasters Dossier’ suggests, it uses eye 

witness accounts to look at the human cost of disaster.  

Timelines, science and geographical causes are also 

included.  

 

 

551.2 

 

Barber, Nicola     Cloning and genetic engineering 

A measured and fair presentation of the facts and opinion 

that divide this issue, even as the series title ‘Both Sides of 

the Story’ suggests. A useful addition for science, ethics 

and debate. Other titles consider Animal Rights, Death 

Penalty, Euthanasia and the Ethics of War. 

 

576 

 

Parker, Steve        Bug wars 

A leisure non-fiction title that will appeal to Top Trumps 

fans and natural history enthusiasts alike. The presentation 

and concept of pitting different species of insect against 

each other could make this a popular book at break times 

but it is also a fun way of looking at adaptation. 

595.7 

 

DiConsiglio, John      Superbugs 

In this series ‘Hot Topics’, contemporary issues are 

explored through practitioners in the field, societal 

attitudes and the best approach to solving these 

contentious problems. Fair Trade, Genocide, Human 

Rights, Global Economy are also available. A timeline, 

plenary, text boxes, debate & case studies are all used. 

 

610 

 

Solway, Andrew     Exercise: from birth to old age 

Useful for the topic ‘Ourselves’, this book charts the 

progress and effects of exercise on the body from birth to 

old age and the impact this has on what we need. There is 

a timeline, quiz & glossary. The series ‘Your Body for Life’ 

covers Nutrition, Health & Disease, Mental Development 

& Your Physical Body (Anne Rooney). 

 

613.7 
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Obesity and fitness      edited by Christina Hughes 

This is a title in the ‘Issues Today’ series. These are all 

well presented & ideal for able pupils, particularly for 

discursive topics and debates. There are 76 titles and they 

encompass Science, PE, Ethics, Geography, Business & 

Citizenship. Key facts, glossary and suggested assignments 

are included. 

 

 

613.7 

 

Rooney, Anne         Crazy food 

A Hi-Lo title with simple text to suit reading age of 6-8. 

The ‘Edge Slipstream’ series uses amazing photos and a 

light engaging style to look at popular subjects. Other 

titles by this author are: Dangerous Earth, Space, Pets, 

World’s Toughest, World’s Fastest, Daring Escapes. 

 
 

641 

 

Dresser, Cathryn          Let’s bake 

An accessible title on a popular area, the book will appeal 

to year 7s who watch the Great British Bake Off. There 

are 52 recipes offering seasonal ideas with clear 

instructions for the novice. 

 

641.5 

 

Joicey, Celia     How to draw like a fashion designer 

This book is an award winner (Information Book Award 

2014 ages 12-16). The content is authoritative and clearly 

presented. Should have a broad based appeal for Textiles, 

D & T, Art and those with a general interest in the 

subject. 

 

746.6 

 

Hunter, Garry     Urban Art : the world as a canvas 

The text is aimed at KS 4, but the photographs will appeal 

to any pupils with a general interest in contemporary art.  

The art of public spaces unites graffiti art with street art & 

looks at examples across Europe. 

751 
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Gifford, Clive               

Eye benders: the science of seeing & believing 

Short listed for the Royal Society Young Person’s Book 

Prize, this is a science book at its most engaging. Scientific 

explanations, optical illusions & simple experiments are all 

here. 

  

793.7 

 

Guillain, Charlotte        Extreme athletes: true 

stories of amazing sporting adventures 

Marvel at the tenacity of these endurance sports people.  

The book looks at athletes competing against extreme 

terrains across the world with short biopics about their 

motivation and achievements. 

 

 

796 

 

Champion, Neil          Wild trail: hiking & camping 
This provides a good introduction to the sport and has 

curriculum applications also with survival tips & survival 

stories. ‘Did you know’ textboxes and safety tips make 

this a practical book. Other titles in the Adventure 

Outdoor series explore climbing, mountain biking, skiing 

and canoeing. 

796.5 

 

First World War poems 

Beautifully illustrated collection of World War 1 poetry 

with authors like Wilfred Owen, Siegfried Sassoon, and 

Edward Thomas - but also civilians writing from the Home 

Front, including Rudyard Kipling and Vera Brittain. 

821 HUN 

 

Way, Charles         New plays for young people 

Three short plays are published in this title including a 

modern version of the traditional Hansel & Gretel tale 

looking at poverty, Nivelli’s War about a young Italian 

evacuee & award nominee Pirates, a play about a boy at 

sea. These are all short plays ideal for the classroom. 

 

822 WAY 

 

Delaney, Joseph; Delaney, Stephen            

Spook’s apprentice: play edition 

This is a play script of the Hampshire Book Award winner 

Spook’s Apprentice. The script is well written and has a 

good number of characters to lend itself to a drama 

group, book group or classroom activity. The activity 

notes at the back have useful reading, writing and media 

challenges.  

822 DEL 



 

SLS Secondary Non Fiction Suggested Booklist_(HF000008252923).docx  

 
Page 6 of 7 

 

Spilsbury, Louise          Travel and tourism 

‘Development or Destruction’ series could enhance a 

human geography section at school. Other titles cover 

environmental and conservation issues of the oil industry, 

deforestation, dams and hydropower. They are typified by 

a comprehensive balanced treatment of the issue with 

suggestions for further research on both sides of the 

debate. 

 

910 

 

Chopra, Sunny               Real India: your need to 

know guide for all things Indian 

Here is an excellent, quality series presenting fascinating 

facts with beautiful photography as the series brings to life 

Australia, United States, Brazil, South Africa, Britain & 

France. 

 

915.4 

 

Steele, Philip              Turkey & Istanbul 

This is a title in the ‘Developing World’ series. It provides 

a good comprehensive coverage of the country and the 

customs of its people. Other titles examine Russia, Brazil, 

India, Indonesia and China. Useful for studies of capital 

cities. 

 

915.61 

 

Murphy, Adam                Corpse talk: Season 1 

An interesting & engaging way of looking at biography. 

Adam Murphy interviews corpses to learn more about 

their life history. The guest graveyard season includes 

scientists, artists, musicians, explorers & historical figures.  

The timeline is depicted as a graveyard showing how far 

down in the ground their bodies would be. 

920 

 

 

Quinn, Jason         Gandhi: my life is my message 

This is a biography in graphic novel form using a first 

person narrative. An interesting way of introducing 

biographical works. It may well have curriculum uses in 

History, English, Art and Politics. 

920 GAN 
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Bingham, Hettie            

Richard Hammond: Life’s a blast 

A celebrity biography which means the book could 

support the curriculum as a biography but will also have 

leisure appeal for Top Gear fans. 

 

920 

HAM 

 

Gifford, Clive                 World War 1 

An award nominee on the Information Book Award long 

list 2014. Again this should have dual purpose in school 

with short biographical information and historical 

relevance. Personalities on both sides are included. This 

‘Who’s Who’ series also details WW2 and the Industrial 

Revolution. 

940.3 

 
If you would like to buy some or all of the titles on this list, go to www.petranet.co.uk and 

log in using your School Library Service username and password. The list will be available to 

see in ‘View your Bookshelf’ on the left hand side of the home screen.  

 

Your SLS password will give you 22% discount on most titles and books can be jacketed and 

serviced. If you do not have a password for Petranet, please email libsexc@hants.gov.uk or 

phone 01962 826660. 
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