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Recommended Reads Year 9 2017 

 
 

T = Younger Teen Reads 

T+ = Older Teen Reads 

 

Younger Teens 

 

 
 

Boyne, John  -  Boy at the Top of the Mountain                

 

A young boy falls under the spell of Adolf Hitler when his aunt 

who is the housekeeper at Hitler's residence in the Alps takes 

him in after he is orphaned during World War II.  A powerful 

and quite disturbing read. 

 

T 

 
 

Clammer, James  -  Why I Went Back 

  

A teen boy’s bike is stolen by a gang of thieves and stashed in an 

abandoned factory. When Aiden seizes an opportunity to grab it 

back he discovers an old man chained to the floor. This is an 

unusual mystery story of why Aiden went back.  

 

T 

 

 
 

Delaney, Joseph  -  Arena 13 

   

A teen boy fights in organised violent arena matches for a chance 

to wreak his vengeance on the creature who killed his father. A 

superb if somewhat bloodthirsty start to a new series. 

 

T 

 

Eager, Lindsay  -  Hour of the Bees  

  

A girl discovers strange things about her grandfather's past when 

her family prepare to move him to a care home as his dementia 

worsens. This powerful debut novel delicately blurs the line 

between truth and fiction as Carol unravels the fantastical stories 

of her mentally ill grandfather. 

 

T 

http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/504/9780552573504.jp
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/772/9781783443772.jpg
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Fraillon, Zana  -  Bone Sparrow 

   

Subhi is a refugee and has lived in a detention centre all her life in 

this timely story of survival and bravery. Fraillon doesn't shy 

away from showing the bleakness of the refugee camp, but the 

novel is ultimately hopeful and uplifting. 

 

T 

 

Landman, Tanya  -  Hell and High Water    

 

A mixed-race boy tries to prove his father's innocence when he 

is transported to the American colonies after being accused of 

theft. When a body washes up on a nearby beach, Caleb finds 

himself embroiled in a dastardly plot. Another gem from this 

award winning author.  

 

T 

 

Matharu, Taran – The Novice  
 

A 15-year-old boy able to summon demons begins warrior 

training at an academy where he makes both friends and 

enemies. The first in a trilogy and a great read for Harry Potter 

fans. 

 

T 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mayo, Simon  -  Blame  

 

What happens when society wants you banged up in prison for a 

crime your parents committed? That's the situation in which Ant 

finds herself - together with her little brother Mattie. An action 

packed thriller with a feisty heroine. 

 

T 

 
 

Nadin, Joanna  -  White Lies, Black Dare  

 

A series of dares goes too far when Asha tries to get in with a 

gang of girls at her new school. How far would you go to fit in? 

Problems with peer pressure and the complexities of school life 

will resonate with many readers. 

 

T 

 
 

Walter, Jon  -  My Name’s Not Friday 

 
Samuel’s an educated boy. Been taught by a priest. He was never 

supposed to be a slave. Now Samuel finds himself caught up in 

the American Civil war as the fighting is getting closer to home. 

A beautiful and moving story about the power of belief and the 

strength of the human spirit. 

 

T 

http://libraries.peters.co.uk/do_search.pl?origin=list&functype=detail0&type0=2&value0=9781510101555
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/do_search.pl?origin=list&functype=detail0&type0=2&value0=9781406366914
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/do_search.pl?origin=list&functype=detail0&type0=2&value0=9781444923995
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/071/9780552569071.jpg
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/537/9780349124537.jpg
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Wheatle, Alex  -  Crongton Knights  

 

Living on a council estate has its worries and life for McKay has 

been even tougher since his mum died. Having strayed off his turf 

on a mission to help out a girl, McKay finds himself facing a 

notoriously violent gangster with a vendetta which hits too close 

to home. A gritty tale of triumph over the odds.  

Guardian Children's Fiction Prize Winner 2016 

 

T 

 

Older Teens 

 

 
 

Cassidy, Anne  -  Moth Girls 

   

Five years after two twelve-year-old girls go missing, their 

friend is still haunted by their unknown fate and begins to 
unravel the truths behind the mystery. A psychological 

thriller which touches on many themes.  

 

T+ 

 

Crossan, Sarah  -  One   

 

Grace and Tippi are conjoined twins - united in blood and 

bone. What they want is to be looked at in turn, like they 

truly are two people. They want real friends. This moving 

and beautifully crafted novel about identity, sisterhood and 

love. Written in blank verse.                                   

Winner of the Carnegie medal 2016 

 

T+ 

 

Graudin, Ryan  -  Wolf by Wolf 

   

Set a decade after the Germans have won WWII, a girl 

with the ability to shapeshift must help the underground 

resistance assassinate Hitler. An exciting and innovative 

thriller. 

 

T+ 

 

Lewis, Gill  -  Gorilla Dawn  

  

Two children imprisoned within an army of rebel soldiers 

in the Congo seek to free themselves and a baby gorilla 

the soldiers have caught and intend to sell into captivity. A 

meticulously researched and well written story which 

packs a hard punch. 

 

T+ 

http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/323/9780349002323.jpg
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/112/9781471405112.jpg
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/do_search.pl?origin=list&functype=detail0&type0=2&value0=9781408827215
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/do_search.pl?origin=list&functype=detail0&type0=2&value0=9781780622033
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Ness, Patrick  -  The Rest of us Just Live Here  

  

What if you weren't the Chosen One? The one who's 

supposed to fight the zombies or the soul-eating ghosts?  

What if you were like Mikey who just wants to graduate 

and go to prom? A powerful story and great for readers 

wanting something a bit different.  

 

T+ 

 

Nielsen, Susin  -  We are all Made of Molecules 

   

13-year-old Stewart is geeky and gifted and 14-year-old 

Ashley is popular and cool. Their worlds collide when 

Stewart and his dad move in with Ashley and her mum.  

Things get even more mixed up when these two very 

different people attract the attention of school hunk Jared. 

An accessible read tackling a range of issues.   
 

T+ 

 
 

Pitcher, Annabel  -  Silence is Goldfish  

 

A teen girl decides to stop talking as an act of rebellion 

after discovering a family secret on her father’s blog. An 

original story with a very engaging main character. 

 

T+ 

 

Whyman, Matt  -  Bad Apple  

  

A boy finds his life completely changed when he is 

kidnapped by trolls, a marginalised and maligned sub 

species living alongside humans. A riotous dark comedy 

teeming with delightfully unacceptable behaviour.   

 

T+ 

 

Hi-Lo 

 

 

Brooks, Kevin  -  Five Hundred Miles 

     

Fast paced crime story in the Barrington Stoke series of 

books. There is also romance and humour in this novel. 

T+ 

http://libraries.peters.co.uk/do_search.pl?origin=list&functype=detail0&type0=2&value0=9781406365566
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/do_search.pl?origin=list&functype=detail0&type0=2&value0=9781783443765
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/022/9781780620022.jpg
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/207/9781471404207.jpg
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/403/9781781125403.jpg
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Fisher, Catherine  -  At the World’s End   

 

Two teenagers venture into a post-apocalyptic world after 

they are exiled from the only refuge they have known as 

home for the last nine years. A gripping dystopian novel. 

 

T+ 

 

Gray, Keith  -  The Last Soldier  

  

A boy begins to believe he is being haunted when he goes 

to a carnival show purporting to show the body of the last 

soldier to be killed in World War I.   

 

T+ 

 

Hinton, Nigel  -  On the Edge  
  

Two boys are taken away on holiday by their estranged 

father, only to find that he has sinister plans for them. A 

tense and engaging read that raises some moral questions.

   

 

T+ 

 

Lee, Tony  -  Noticed  

    

A girl's life spirals out of control when she suddenly 

becomes famous for saving a toddler from drowning when 

he falls into a canal. A gritty read with a shock ending. 

 

T+ 

 

 

If you would like to buy some or all of the titles on this list, go to www.petranet.co.uk and 

log in using your School Library Service username and password. The list will be available to 

see in ‘View your Bookshelf’ on the left hand side of the home screen.  

 

Your SLS password will give you 22% discount on most titles and books can be jacketed and 

serviced. If you do not have a password for Petranet, please email hq.sls@hants.gov.uk or 

phone 01962 826660. 
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