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Recommended Reads Year 10 2017 

 
 

All titles are T+ 

 

 
 

Ahern, Cecelia  -  Flawed 

 

Celestine is a bold, opinionated girl living in a utopian society run by the 

Guild, whose main aim is to run a morally, ethically flawless society. A fast 

paced dystopian novel with strong characterisation. 

 

 
 

Altebrando, Tara   -  The Leaving 

 
Five teenagers struggle to reconcile with their home lives after having been 

abducted when they were five-years-old in this gripping teen thriller. This 

multi layered story is told from different viewpoints. 

 
 

Breslin, Theresa  -  Caged 

 

The book is set in an abandoned tunnel beneath the city of London, where 

a group of teenagers train as cage fighters. This is an original and gripping 

story which captures the bonds of friendship formed between a group of 

teenagers, brought together in their search for a way to survive. 

 

Conaghan, Brian  -   The Bombs That Brought us Together 

 

Charlie Law finds himself caught up with a local gangster when his home 

town comes under siege. A dark, powerful tale of survival, morality and 

loyalty. Perfect for readers of Patrick Ness, John Boyne and Malorie 

Blackman. 

Winner of the Costa prize for Children’s fiction 2016 

 

 

Crossan, Sarah  -  One 

  

Grace and Tippi are conjoined twins - united in blood and bone. What they 

want is to be looked at in turn, like they truly are two people. They want 

real friends. This moving and beautifully crafted novel is about identity, 

sisterhood and love. Written in blank verse.  

Winner of the Carnegie medal 2016 

http://libraries.peters.co.uk/do_search.pl?origin=list&functype=detail0&type0=2&value0=9780008125127
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/807/9781408877807.jpg
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/226/9780552565226.jpg
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/do_search.pl?origin=list&functype=detail0&type0=2&value0=9781408855768
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/do_search.pl?origin=list&functype=detail0&type0=2&value0=9781408827215
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David, Keren  -   Cuckoo 

 

A young actor lives on the streets to escape his dysfunctional family home 

after the soap he stars in is cancelled. This unique and original novel is told 

in the format of transcripts of a YouTube account. 

 

 
 

Dawson, Juno   -   Margot  and Me 

  

A totally absorbing read that interweaves the stories of two teenage girls 

from different times and creates convincing voices for them both. 

Friendship, love, tragedy, humour - it's all here... well worth having to 

promote LGBT discussions. 

 
 

Farrant, Natasha    -  Lydia: The Wild Girl of Pride & Prejudice 
 

A spirited, witty and fresh reimagining of Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice! 

From the viewpoint of the youngest Bennet sister. 

 

Fraillon, Zana   -   The Bone Sparrow 

 

Subhi is a refugee and has lived in a detention centre all her life in this 

timely story of survival and bravery. Fraillon doesn't shy away from showing 

the bleakness of the refugee camp, but the novel is ultimately hopeful and 

uplifting. 

 

 
 

Gibbons, Alan  -  The Trap 

 

A timely real-life thriller about ISIS, espionage and a missing brother. 

 

 

Hardinge, Francis  -  The Lie Tree  

 

Faith's father has been found dead under mysterious circumstances, and as 

she is searching through his belongings for clues she discovers a strange 

tree. The tree only grows healthy and bears fruit if you whisper a lie to it. 

Beautiful gothic horror with a strong touch of feminism. A challenging but 

worthwhile read.  

Winner of the Costa Book of the year 2015 

http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/354/9780349002354.jpg
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/089/9781471406089.jpg
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/do_search.pl?origin=list&functype=detail0&type0=2&value0=9781910002971
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/do_search.pl?origin=list&functype=detail0&type0=2&value0=9781510101555
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/do_search.pl?origin=list&functype=detail0&type0=2&value0=9781780622446
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/do_search.pl?origin=list&functype=detail0&type0=2&value0=9781509832651


 

SLS Recommended Reads Year Ten Booklist 2017 (HF000013540322)  

 
Page 3 of 5 

 
 

McGovern, Cammie -  A Step Towards Falling 

 

Two high school pupils form an unlikely friendship when they carry out 

community service working with teenagers with learning difficulties. A  

powerful and unforgettable novel about learning from your mistakes, and 

learning to forgive. The story is told from alternating points of view. 

 
 

Marriott, Zoe  -  Barefoot on the Wind 

 

A magical retelling of Beauty and the Beast set in a fairy tale Japan. 

 

Nielsen, Susin   -  Word Nerd 

 

Ambrose strikes up an unlikely friendship with the landlord's son, Cosmo, 

an ex-con who's been in prison. They have nothing in common except for 

Scrabble. This brilliantly observed novel transports the reader to the world 

of competitive Scrabble as seen from the honest yet funny viewpoint of a 

boy who’s searching for acceptance and for a place to call home. 

 

 
 

Niven, Jennifer   -  Holding up the Universe 

 

Libby, a girl with severe weight problems and Jack, a boy with face 

blindness (Prosopagnosia) fall in love whilst struggling to cope with school 

and home pressures. Useful for PSHE discussions. 

 

Priestley, Chris  -  Anything That Isn’t This 

 

Frank Palp inhabits a grey downtrodden world. He leaves school and enters 

the Ministry in this dystopian story where the future looks bleak and 

unremitting until he receives a message in a bottle. His life is suddenly 

tinged with colour and possibility. Echoes of 1984 are evident in this love 

story.  

 

 

Rollins, Danielle  -  Burning 

 

A Supernatural thriller with a strong sense of place and enough twists and 

turns to keep readers enthralled. 

http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/217/9781447280217.jpg
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/374/9781406333374.jpg
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/601/9781783444601.jpg
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/058/9780141357058.jpg
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/641/9781471404641.jpg
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/956/9781408869956.jpg
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Sepetys, Ruta  -  Salt to the Sea 

 

This novel is based on a true story from the Second World War. When 

the German ship the Wilhelm Gustloff was sunk in port in early 1945 it had 

over 9000 civilian refugees, including children, on board. Nearly all were 

drowned. Told in alternating points of view this is a powerful work of 

historical fiction. 

 

 
 

Vallance, Jess   -  The Yellow Room  

 

Anna makes friends with her estranged father's ex-girlfriend when she 

receives a letter telling her that he has died, but begins to realise that the 

woman isn't all that she seems to be. A compelling story about family 

relationships filled with many twists and turns. 

 

Weston, Danny  -  The Haunting of Jessop Rise 

 

Alone and penniless after his father is killed in a cotton mill accident, 

fourteen-year-old William faces the rest of his childhood in a brutal 

workhouse. Then his long-estranged Uncle Seth sends for him, and William 

thinks his fortunes are changing. But what is the dark secret that Uncle 

Seth has been keeping for so long? Written in the gothic horror genre. 

 

HI LO 

 

 
 

Brooks, Kevin  -  Five Hundred Miles 

 

Fast paced crime story in the Barrington Stoke series of books. There is also 

romance and humour in this novel. 

 
 

Cotterill, Jo -  Picture Him 

 

When Aliya looks at her latest series of pictures, she sees a murky figure in 

the background of many of them. Is she being stalked? 

 

David, Keren   - The Liar's Handbook  

 

The events in the book are loosely based on the real-life news story about 

undercover policemen infiltrating political and environmental activist groups 
and forming relationships with women in these organisations. Plenty to discuss 

in this novel for reluctant readers. 

 

http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/400/9780141347400.jpg
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/815/9781471405815.jpg
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/618/9781783444618.jpg
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/403/9781781125403.jpg
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/559/9781785912559.jpg
http://libraries.peters.co.uk/images/covers/806/9781781126806.jpg
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If you would like to buy some or all of the titles on this list, go to www.petranet.co.uk and 

log in using your School Library Service username and password. The list will be available to 

see in ‘View your Bookshelf’ on the left hand side of the home screen.  

 

Your SLS password will give you 22% discount on most titles and books can be jacketed and 

serviced. If you do not have a password for Petranet, please email hq.sls@hants.gov.uk or 

phone 01962 826660. 

 

http://www.petranet.co.uk/
mailto:libsexc@hants.gov.uk

